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T r a n s c r i p t i o n of l e t t e r w r i t t e n Feb. 11, 1961 by J e s s i c a B. Watson, nee Segers 
My f a t h e r was w i t h the H.B.Co. f o r 23 years & l i v e d i n the f a r north before coming 
to Athabasca. 
I read your n o t i c e i n the Province & t h i n k I may perhaps be able to give you some 
info r m a t i o n about the e a r l y days at Athabasca Landing. My fa t h e r was i n charge of a l l 
boat t r a n s p o r t a t i o n up & down the r i v e r - Captain F.S.Segers & the boat there was 
the "Athabasca" b u i l t on the place. I t ran up w i t h f r e i g h t to connect w i t h York boats 
f o r the Lesser Slave R i v e r & a l s o down to the i s l a n d , c a l l e d Grand & put f r e i g h t on 
f o r Fort McMurray & the northern H.B.Co f o r t s . My s i s t e r j o i n e d our fa t h e r there from 
school i n Winnipeg & remained f o r some years - s i s t e r marrying young a Mr.Frank 
F o r t i n . I came on one of the stage coaches running from Calgary. A f i v e day journey & 
ta k i n g me to Edmonton & from there another two & a h a l f t r i p by buck board to the 
Landing. That was i n 1891 & I was s i x t e e n & I am as you w i l l see i n my eighty f i f t h 
year. 
L i v i n g and i n charge of the f o r t was Mr. J.S.Kinnaird & t h e i r son, Kenneth, was born 
there l i v e s i n Edmonton. Also a Scotch man, Mr.Kerr i n charge of the H.B.Co. 
s t o r e s , Mr. G u l l i o n & f a m i l y ; who was carpenter & boat b u i l d e r . My amusement was 
r i d i n g two ponies, & t a k i n g four huge huskies ( t r a i n e d sledge dogs) & one pet fox 
wi t h me. Dogs named Minor, Brandy, Castor & Whiskey. Fox I had r a i s e d & our ***~~-tf-
B.C. dogs were k i n d to the fox & played w i t h her, but she t r u s t e d a strange one & was k i l l e d . 
The winter were c o l d & long & we snowshoed & s k a t i n g on the river& a tobogganing our 
past times. M a i l & p r o v i s i o n s came by f r e i g h t about s i x weeks apart. I t took at l e a s t 
two & h a l f days from Edmonton, where the t r a i n (two a week) brought i t ( m a i l ) . 
The boat that went up & down the Athabasca was the "Steamer Athabasca" & my f a t h e r 
was the c a p t a i n . F r e i g h t & m a i l went down to a small i s l a n d & was taken across on 
a s m a l l r a i l r o a d & c a r , & met by York boats or a l s o c a l l e d scows & down to Fort 
McMurray & on i n t o the north f u r n i s h i n g the H.B.Co. f o r t s . 
We had p l e n t y of game & could keep our l a r d e r w e l l f i l l e d . F i s h i n g , too, but only a 
brand c a l l e d "white f i s h " . The s l e d dogs were fed twice a day & frozen f i s h during 
the winter was t h e i r only d i e t . 
My f a t h e r was born i n Maine, USA & came to Canada i n e a r l y l i f e , was chosen p i l o t 
f o r the t r i p down the N i l e to the r e l i e f of Gen. Gordon & al s o took the Steamer 
Norhtcote on Saskatchewan River during the famous " R e i l ( s i c ) R e b e l l i o n " . 
We, one w i n t e r , had to make a t r i p to Edmonton & had to d r i v e . Our d r i v e r was Johnny 
G u l l i o n & i t was s i x t y below & we camped out, had tent & stove. Father was to see a 
doctor, having cut h i s l e g , on a cross cut saw i n the warehouse, where during the 
wi n t e r , boats were b u i l t f o r the r i v e r work. We took two & a h a l f days to make the 
t r i p . I took the long t r i p north one summer - going down i n a York boat & eight 
oarsmen shot n i n e t y s i x miles (96) rapids to Fort McMurray & on to Fort Chippewyan e t c . 
I do not remember who followed my fa t h e r but t h i n k that i t was Mr. 0'K e l l y ( ? ) who • 
l i v e s here. Captain Segers l e d the only overland & r i v e r e x p e d i t i o n to the Yukon 
Gold Rush. Leaving Athabasca i n 1908 & a r r i v i n g i n Nome many months l a t e r , but he 
made i t . 
I w i l l enclose t h i s c l i p p i n g to Mrs. F.P.0'Kelly at , B.C. & maybe she 
w i l l send some items of her i n t e r e s t . 
My f a t h e r died i n Rossland, B.C. where he was l i v i n g w i t h my s i s t e r , Mrs. Frank F o r t i n . 
I f t h i s i s f a r too long & not of any i n t e r e s t , destroy i t . Hoping a l l goes w e l l w i t h 
the book, should l i k e to read i t . 
S i n c e r e l y yours, J e s s i c a B. Watson 
